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M E S S A G E F R O M Iis such a pleasure fo wrife to you all as Principal of our great
school. | have been so forfunate fo be part of Northfields from

the very beginning and fo have known each and every one of

T I—I E P R I N C I P A L you as students over the years. The knowledge thaf you have
R moved on fo further studies and exciing careers after leaving

MRS PHYLLIS PHILOGENE us is what makes us feachers very proud and gives us the in-
spirafion fo help guide our students today along similar routes

fo success.

Some of you would have graduated quite a few years back
and will see that Northfields has grown and changed substan-
fially since your days here. Others might have just left us and
would have experienced more of our more recent develop-
ments. Either way, | do hope you can look back fondly on your
fime with us and the friendships you have made along the way.

This firstissue of our Alumni Newslelter is aimed a filling many of
you in on how Northfields has confinued fo grow in recenf years
and also fo reflect back on some happy memories through our
photo archives. We would love hearing from you if you would
like o confribute in any way fo our future issues through sharing
news abouf yourselves or thhoughfs abouf your fime at North-
fields.

Our hope is that fhrough the Alumni Newsleffer, you can cafch
up with each ofther as former studenfs and also hear how our
current students are confinuing on in the Northfields fradifion of
Virtus ef Honor.

Happy reading!
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The Evolution of Norhfielde

From its small beginnings in 2001 with 9 students and renting
a small house, Northfields has grown o over 450 students
housed in more fthan 5 000 sqg. melres of buildings.

Slowly, Northfields grew and managed o offer fo ifs students
fheir own building in 2003 and dedicated floodlif full size
rugby and football fields as well as crickel nets and pifch.
Northfields also has ifs own 25m swimming pool which in-
corporates an Olympic size water polo pool.

In 2014 and 2015 Northfields under fook a sfrategic re-
view and decided fo realign ifs educational offering info 2
schools, Preparatory and Senior. Northfields thus rebranded
irs “forms” to “Years”, and consequently the prior Form 1 be-
came Year 7.

In 2015 an opportunity also arose to acquire an early leam-
ing cenire for children aged 18 months fo 3 years and in Au-
gust 2017, Northfields inaugurated the new boarding school
which is a ‘home away from home'. It is the only Boarding
faciliies available on the island.

Then in Augusf 2018, to further increase ifs academic of-
fering, Northfields opened its Nursery and Primary section,
making if the only school on the island offering education fo
children from 18 months fill 18 years old. Northfields is and
will conlinue fo be a shining sfar of the beautiful island of
Maurifius, fucked away in the lush green sugar cane fields,
with ifs gorgeous grounds and beaufiful coastal breeze.

=
AUGUST 2017: JUNE 2019:
OCTOBER 2006: Opening of Boarding House, MYP Candidate School;
JANUARY 2003: Opening of Modem 2010: 2014: Performing Arts, Eco School Bronze Award
Moving info the Languages and JUNE 2008: First class finishing Opening of the Junior Science and and CIS Membership
new premises Mathematics block First graduating class IB diploma Sports Club Administration block obtained
SEPTEMBER 2001: 2004: JUNE 2006: AUGUST 2009: JANUARY 2012: AUGUST 2015: AUGUST 2018:
Founding of the school Opening of Science, First IGCSE results Opening of IT, English Opening of Opening of Prep Opening of the
At and Design block and Humanities block Swimming Pool school Yr 5 & 6; Nursery and Prinmnarry
Acquisition of the section
Pre-Nursery

=
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On Thursday 12th December 2019, we welcomed
back a Northfields alumna, Alexandra Childs, fogether
with Rémi Demarthon.They presented fo the Northfields
community their most recent film abour marine life infelli-
gence and conservation.

The film, which is in French, addresses the questfion of
consciousness in marine life. Following the film, they
gave an oufsfanding presentation on key aspects of
fhe film and answered excellent questions posed by our
students.

I was an illuminafing and thought provoking morning
and we are proud as a school that our alumni are mak-
ing a difference in the world we live in.

Nowtifield gets the Eco-Schiool Sibrer y%wm/

I is with great honour and pleasure thar we would like fo
announce that Northfields Infernational School has been
awarded the Silver award for the Eco-School program.
We have worked closely with every stakeholder of the
school fo assess our environmental impact and fo de-
velop projects that will mifigafe those impacts.

As a school, this is only a milestone, as we would like
fo insfill a green culture in the DNA of the school. As for
fhe next sfep, The Green Flag, we have already laid the
foundation for a successful plan fowards achieving this
award.

Our eco-leaders are an integral part of the success story
and they will be asked fo confribute further in order o
reach the GreenFlag award.

We will updafe you of any upcoming projects and we
hope fo have your cooperation in fhese actions.

Eco-Schools
Stlver Award

Very recently, we infroduced Drama as part of our cur-
riculum. The importance of drama and performing arts
in education is significant. Whether children have the op-
portunity fo perform in - productions or help ouf behind
the scenes, sfudying Drama and Performing Arts not
only engages with the creative side of the brain, if also
provides an ideal balance in students’ patterns of study.

Our ulfimate aim is fo provide students with a well-round-
ed education, which means Drama and Performing Arfs
will be a strong focus for Northfields well info the future.
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As | look back af the number of years | spent af North-
fields Infernafional School, | realise that | have been
feaching here for nearly 11 years now and have known
the school for 14 years as | frained fo be a teacher af
Northfields during my university days. Spending more
than a decade at a workplace isn't something normal
given that the average length af a job is approximate-
ly 5 years as per different surveys. A long fenure at @
company may also give the impression that one isn't
inferested in growing's one career. It gets even more in-
fereslting because potential employers start fo think that
one may not be flexible or open minded for success in
a new role.

Hence, this leads fo a very big question. Why? Life isn't
about growing a career and gelting lilles next to your
name. Think about one thing. When you die, people will
think abour you for a few days and move one. Hence,
what is important? II's simply being self-aware and hap-

I7" Tnnovations

A Northfields, we are consfantly innovating and keeping
up with the lafest fechnology frends for our classrooms.
Our teaching and leamning has evolved from the fime
some of you affended Northfields.. This year we have
implemented the Bring Your Own Device programme,
commonly known as BYOD fo support our commiment
fowards providing a technology based learning envi-
ronment fhar creates opportunifies fo support and extend
learning and teaching. Our aim at Northfields is for sfu-
dents fo learn with fechnology, rather than leaming from
fechnology. BYOD allows students fo make use of digi-
fal fextbooks, Moodle and Microsoft fools at school and
also from home affer school hours or during vacation.,

Our Moodle page has also been redesigned with a
more user friendly layout and is now always accessible
as itis hosted on the cloud. The login process has been

fion of single sign on

pu. Each person is born with specific falents and the per-
son has fo be self-aware abouf these strengths and use
fhem fo create a life where they are happy. To me, hop-
piness in life can be equated fo someone being able
fo fully express himself or herself in any situation. In my
case, iF happens fo be feaching because if's something
| could do endlessly withour getting fired.

So why did | stay af Northfields for so long? Northfields
happen fo be a school which is constanily changing,
creafing and having new objectives and this is fasci-
nafing as new experiences bring new perspectives and
make the people around the school always grow.

To finish, | would like fo share some on my best mo-
menfs af Northfields:
o Wafching Mr Adam feaching for the firsf fime and
feling myself that | wanted fo be a teacher like him,
o Preparing sftudents for their A levels within a ferm
affer joining and making them succeed.
o Becoming the head of Eagles and maintaining
fhe winning frend.
° Being appointed as Head of Mathematics affer o
very sfrict and scary interview by Mr Vincen.
° The smiles on fhe faces of students when fhey
graduate from the school and are able o do what
fhey want fo do.
o Constanfly influencing the process of supporting
young people o be belter, heallhy and happy human
beings.

Mr Geerish Ramgoolam

whereby the school login, email address and Moodle
share the same password. To further simplify the login
process, we will soon shorfen the email address lengh
which is currenfly in the format of firsiname.lasiname@
student.northfieldsinfernational.school fo firsiname.last-
name@s.northfields.school. We are also in fhe process
of providing dedicated parent’s login on Moodle through
which parenf can monitor their child’'s homework and
communicate with feachers.

A < “ A -
simplified through the implementa o Y € :
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"I really appreciate how the school values
each and every student. Carry on this way!
I wish you the very best for the future academic years.”

How did your experiences in Northfields help prepare you
for life affer graduation?

ArNorthfields, | learnt the importance of having fo work hard
fo e able fo get what you aim for. Having done A-levels,
| was defermined fo achieve the maximum work by my-
self, my feachers were there fo feach me, bur only | could
make mysell understand the conceprs. Thus working in-
dependently is something | leamed throughout my years
spent af Northfields.

Who was the most influential feacher or administrator fo
you as a student in Northfields? Why?

First of all, | liked each and every one of my feachers, they
all confributed in making myself feel proud fo be a student
af Northfields, and | thank them all for this.

There is however one who will remain an example for me,
iris my Business feacher, Mr. Bundhun. Not only was he @
good feacher, bur he was also a good friend. The mood
in his class was always ar s best, he would make a few
jokes o make your day befter, and the fact haf he used
real-ife examples during his explanations were making
me understand the concepts of Business more easily... Mr.
Bundhun is also a very wise feacher, he had a very good
approach when i came fo falking about “life”, and some-
how, I would make me see what is waling for me in the real
world. | was very glad fo have him as a feacher during my
IGCSEs and my A-levels.

Do you have any favourite memories from when you al-
fended school in Northfields?

| keep in mind lofs of memoaries at Northfields, bur my fa-
vourire ones remain the inferhouses and my class frip fo I-

aly, fo aftend the Rome Infernational Model Unifed Nations.

There was always his feeling of infense competition during
interhouses. During my 2 last years, the “spirt cup” was in-
froduced, bringing even more cheering in the sfands, and
the final scores were always close! Losing my voice was
something | was gelfing used fo! Come on Phoenix!

The RIMUN frip wass an extraordinary experience, having a
chance fo go on a class frip with friends is a marvelous ad-
veniure, discovering the city of Rome was wonderful, and
debafing for our cases during RIMUN was challenging,
and lofs of hard work was purin.

Would you recommend Northfields fo friends and family?
why?

| would sfrongly recommend Northfields o friends and
family, as being a student, in the eyes of every teachers
and sfaff, you feel valued, you are not just a random sfu-
dent, you are a Northfields" student, you are proudly wear-
ing the uniform because you know that each school day
will be a good day.

In addiion fo this, fhe feachers are qualified and each have
different ways of feaching, they always make sure thar you
understand what you are being faught, and you are not
justin the classroom fo warm up the chair!

What Advice would you give the students still enrolled at
Northfields?

For all the sfudenfs dfill af Northfields: Even the smallest
achievements pave a way fo great success. Each litle
step that you fake will make you go forward. Sure, some-
fimes you will feel demofivated, sure, somefimes all you'll
want fo do is just let go, bur don't! I you fall, it is just so you
can climb higher. Dreams are nat given, they are achieved
through success, and success is achieved hrough hard
work and deferminction. Strive fo achieve whar you wanf
the most, give yourself goals, as if's with goals that you
achieve your aims.

| therefore wish every student dreams never ending, and
fhe urge fo make a few come frue, | wish them passions
and silences, | wish them fo respect the difference of ofh-
ers, because the merit and value of each are offen fo be
discovered.

Finally, I wish them never o give up research, adveniure,
life, love, because life is a wonderful adveniure and no rea-
sonable person should give up without a fough balfle.

Clément

Alumni is your news. We'd love to know what you're doing so please send us an email

if you would like to be featured and we will be in fouch with you.
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Northfields is always looking for caring and mofivated educators and sfaff fo join our team. Should you be interested in @

career with us, or know someone who does, please send in your application to careers@northfieldsintemnational.school.

Please also visit our website hitp://northfieldsinternational.school/working-al-northfields/ for more information on
our currenft vacancies.



